
 

 

Chapter 5 – Clearing Hurdles 
 

  
My gratitude is immense.    
 
I feel fortunate to know I work with dedicated professionals who improve the lives of 
students every day. As we started a new year, many of our own households were 
impacted by Omicron and yet we reported to schools to ensure students were able 
to safely continue their educational experience.    
  
I say “we” because I too have been deployed for the past few weeks at a secondary 
school.   
  
Each morning, I help with the opening of the school gates, ensuring that all 
students are supported in clearing their hurdles to be in class ready to learn.  As I 
check each student’s Daily Pass, saying hello and asking about their wellbeing, 
I see the pain some of them experience— the frustration of trying to get their Daily 
Pass to work, the sadness of being away from classmates, and the apprehension of 
navigating a new school for the first time. I also see the impact of many of our staff 
being out ill or supporting their households, the vacancies that have not yet been 
filled, and the ever-growing barriers students and staff face every day.  
  
But there is not just pain. And there are not just barriers.  
  
There is also joy. Joy in the connections we make with students. Joy in the support 
we offer to one other. Joy in the service we offer to families who need it.   
  



 

I see members of our community gather around students in pain and provide care 
and guidance. I witness staff support one another in response to each new 
challenge. With each morning greeting, shared joke, and school event, I observe the 
school community in the process of healing and learning.  
  
And just as the school community engages in the process of collective healing and 
learning, the SHHS community must do so as well. In that spirit, I invite you to send 
me your stories, reflections, and experiences during the deployment for potential 
inclusion in my notes to all SHHS staff. Though I may not be able to include every 
reflection I receive in future notes, I will read each email I receive with respect and 
appreciation. If you would like to share your story, please send an email 
to pia.escudero@lausd.net  with the following information:   

·         DEPLOYMENT REFLECTION as the subject line,   
·         Your job title and work location in the body of the email, and  
·         A story, reflection, or experience related to the deployment, such as your 

experience supporting a student, family, or colleague during this time or a 
strategy you’re utilizing around self-care and personal health.  

  
Thank you in advance for sharing your stories. I am grateful for the collective action 
we are taking to serve students and families with the bounded optimism that rates will 
continue to decrease and we can maintain our focus on learning, safety, and 
cultivating welcoming campuses for the remainder of this school year and beyond.  
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